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leading rebels on pain of death without trial, and pardoning the
others. He then set about inquiring into the political situation
and the state of public opinion, and drew up a Report to the
Government. But before he had completed his task the
Ministry intervened. Shocked at his high-handed proceedings,
they disowned his actions and cancelled his Ordinances. He re-
signed his post and came home ; and his death in the following
year was said to be hastened by his mortification at this treatment.
It was said after his death that he had " made an empire but
marred a career." The suggestions contained in his famous
Report (1839) were the starting-point of a line of policy which
has led to the establishment of the British Commonwealth of
Nations as it exists to-day. He recommended that the provinces
should be joined under a Government which would be dependent
on the support of an elected Parliament; and he declared that
the only way to keep the colonies permanently loyal is to let
them govern themselves with a minimum of interference from
the Home Government (N^n).
Unfortunately the union of the provinces revived the jealousy
felt by the French habitants for the British immigrants who now
began to swarm into Ontario, since the numerical superiority of
the latter gave them complete control over the Government.
Moreover, for some years it seemed as if the geographical and
economic situation would sooner or later make the provinces
join the United States. That this tendency was overcome was
largely due to the statesmanship of Sir John Macdonald. He
saw that the only way to make the provinces strong enough to'
resist the attraction of their great neighbour was to join them in
a federal union, and make this union an independent nation in
free partnership with the mother-country. This ideal was
embodied in the British North America Act of 1867. The
Dominion Government which it set up has control over all
Canadian affairs except purely local matters, which are admin-
istered by Provincial Councils. The British Government is
represented merely by a Governor-General, who plays much the
part that is played in the British Constitution by the King*